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rad A suspect case  of sm allpox i s  under investigation  in Colo-

The in crease  in the incidence of poliom yelitis th is  week is  
eas°nal. It was not confined to any a re a  o r State.

W iT*10 numb er of poliom yelitis c ases  re p o rte d fo r the cu rren t 
6eK, d isease  year, and calendar y ea r a re  shown below:

1956 1955 1956 1955 1956 1955

112 240 676 1,223 1,744 2,286
53 85 351 490 935 954
38 81 219 395 504 685
21 74 106 338 305 647

Total_____
Paralytic---
" '» P ara ly tic—
“"specified-__

In <, ®a*a o n the age d istribu tion  of poliom yelitis c ases  rep o rted  
ev®r a l S ta tes since  January  1, 1956, fo r specified periods, 

Don own below. A pril 1 Is considered  the beginning of the 
“m yelitis d isease  year.

FLORIDA

age Jan .-
|Mar.

O-4
5-9 years—.

’ y e a r s  
1 years-! 

2n years- 
20 y e a r s  
• ^ l o v e r - J

S ' 1'4 !19 1

P ara ly tic
Apr. 1- 
May 11

N onparalytic
Jan .-
M ar.

Apr. 1- 
May 11

Unspecified
Jan .-
M ar.

A pr. 1- 
May 11

LOUISIANA

AGE
P ara ly tic Nonparalytic

Jan .-
M ar.

A pr. 1- 
May 18

Jan .-
M ar.

A pr. 1- 
May 18

5J  y ears-------- 24109 ¿ e a r s ----------- 12 2 1
15 J* y ears-------- 7 2 3

20 v yeai-s .............
2 1 2 1

\ y e a r s—_üL.and o v er---------- 4 2 2 -

STATE OF WASHINGTON - ALL CASES

AGE
0-4 y e a rs -—
5“9 y e a rs ----
10-14 y e a rs  
15-19 y e a rs  ■

Ja n .-A p r.
1 
7 
7 
2

20 y e a rs  and o v e r -----------------  5

^  sPecjf!i5 lr e s  m ere ly  indicate the occu rren ce  of poliom yelitis 
l i 18 of th S1"0“? 2 of the 3 S ta tes. Since the vaccination 
6 r e Ported c a se s  w as not sta ted , no conclusions can

<*oUp* lth  r e s Pect to efficacy of vaccination in the various

EPIDEMIOLOGICAL REPORTS

Botulism
Dr. H. T. F u erst, New-York City Health D epartm ent, has 

forw arded additional inform ation on the suspect case  of botulism  
reported  last week. The patient, a  60-year-o ld  man, complained 
of d ia rrh ea  and weakness which he a ttribu ted  to “ so u r spinach”  
eaten May 10th. Two days la te r  he had double vision, p tosis of 
the eyelids, and p rogressive  difficulty in phonation and sw al­
lowing. He was adm itted to a  hospital where a tentative diag­
nosis of botulism  was made. The patient was tra n s fe rre d  to 
another hospital where exam ination d isclosed  oculomotor, facial, 
and bulbar para ly sis . Death occurred  suddenly a fte r  a short 
stay  at the second hospital.

An investigation revealed  that the patient lived alone and 
usually ate homegrown vegetables. A neighbor sta ted  that 
this produce was cooked in an open v esse l, cooled a t room 
tem pera tu re , packed into m ason ja r s  o r cellophane bags and 
placed in a  deep freeze. An inspection of the p rem ise s  d is ­
closed a  num ber of ja r s  of food. A fre e z e r  was p resen t but 
not in operation. A p re ssu re  cooker was found in the kitchen 
but th ere  w ere indications that it had not been used recently . 
Food has been collected fo r laboratory  exam ination fo r botu- 
linus toxin. L aboratory  re su lts  a re  not yet available.

R abies in skunks
The California State D epartm ent of Public Health rep o rts  

that during the f i r s t  2 weeks of M arch, 5 individuals w ere bitten 
by skunks in Lake County. Subsequent investigation showed 3 
pe rso n s w ere bitten by skunks proven by anim al inocualtion to 
have been rabid. The other 2 cases w ere in children  bitten 
while a t school. A skunk had en tered  the playground and one 
child petted it  but the second child was actually  attacked by the 
anim al a fte r  the o ther children  had run away. This skunk was 
never found. All the children  received an tirab ic  vaccine t r e a t ­
ment and in addition 4 received hyperim m une serum .

During the period January  1 through May 22, 62 rabid  
skunks have been found in 21 counties of C alifornia. Skunks 
accounted fo r about a  th ird  of the to ta l (189) rab id  anim als 
found during th is period. The o th ers  w ere dogs (99), cattle  
(23), and m iscellaneous anim als (4).

P s itta c o s is
Dr. E. J . W itte, Pennsylvania D epartm ent of Health, has 

rep o rted  a  case  of p sittaco sis  in a  6 4 -y ear-o ld  woman. The 
patient becam e ill  with c lin ical sym ptom s typical of p sittaco sis . 
Blood specim ens collected % weeks ap art gave a  fourfold r ise  
in complement fixation t i te r  fo r  p sittaco sis . H er illn e ss  fo l­
lowed by 6 days the purchase of a  parakeet. T his b ird  died 
within 4 days; the c a rc a s s  was d iscarded  and was not available 
fo r labora to ry  te s ts .

M alaria
D r. J . D. M artin, Louisiana State D epartm ent of Health, 

has reported  a  case  of vivax m ala ria  in an individual who had 
foreign serv ice  in K orea. He becam e ill  about 6 m onths a fte r 
h is re tu rn , and Plasm odium  vivax was identified in a  blood 
sm ear.
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Typhoid fever
Dr. Dean F ish e r, Maine D epartm ent of Health and W elfare, 

has rep o rted  4 c ases  of typhoid fever in siblings, ages 6 to  12. 
Stool specim ens from  2 patien ts w ere positive fo r Salmonella 
typhi, phage type degraded VI. F o r the o ther 2, the Widal te s t 
showed a very  strong  agglutination in 0 antigen. The ch ild ren ’s 
home was of substandard  s tru c tu re , and the w ater supply was 
from  a  well in the fron t yard. W ater from  th is well yielded 
B acillus co ll. T h eir p a ren ts  have subm itted sev era l stool sp ec ­
im ens, a ll of which tes ted  negative. The source of these cases 
has not been found, and the investigation is  s t i ll  in p ro g ress .

Salm onellosis
Dr. J . E. McCroan, Georgia D epartm ent of Public Health, 

has reported  an outbreak of Salm onella blockley involving 123 
labora to ry  confirm ed c ases . The patien ts experienced serio u s 
illn e ss  ch arac te rized  by nausea, ch ills, fever, vom iting, d ia r ­
rhea, and severe  abdominal pain. About half of the patients 
w ere hospitalized  fo r an average stay  of 5 days. No fa ta litie s  
have been identified with th is  infection. T here  w ere about 200 
additional presum ptive c ases , and an estim ated  3,000 persons 
with sym ptom atic infections have been investigated. Over a

period  of 4 weeks, 28,000 individual carto n s of packaged chick­
en sa lad  w ere d istribu ted  among approxim ately 100,000 pe r­
sons. S. blockley was iso lated  from  sa lad  in carto n s returned 
because of expired  “ sh e lf- life .”

Five c a r r ie r s  w ere found among 18 food handlers. This 
high c a r r ie r  ra te  is  believed to have resu lted  from  lib e ra l eat­
ing of chicken salad  by the em ployees. T his infection apparently 
was introduced through raw  chicken o r by an Infected individual 
and sp read  by bare-hand  boning of cooked chicken. Routine 
recooking of boned chicken, repeated  s te riliza tio n  of equipment, 
and elim ination  of c a r r i e r s  w ere  effective in e lim inating patho­
gens from  the salad.

G astro -en te ritls
The Los Angeles County Health D epartm ent has reported 

an outbreak of g a s tro -e n te r it ls  among 104 pe rso n s following a 
banquet in a  re stau ran t. Of these, 80 becam e 111 with sudden  
onset of abdominal c ram p s and d ia rrh e a  from  12 to  15 hours 
la te r . At the tim e of investigation no food was available for 
lab o ra to ry  exam ination. The estab lishm ent was exceptionally 
clean and well equipped. However, the p repara tion  of a  cheese

Continued on 8

Table 1. CASES OF SPECIFIED NOTIFIABLE DISEASES: CONTINENTAL UNITED STATES
(N um bers a f t e r  d i s e a s e s  a r e  c a te g o r y  num bers o f  th e  S ix th  R e v is io n  o f  th e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  L i s t s ,  1948)

2 1 s t  WEEK CUMULATIVE NUMBER
Approxi

mate
seaso n a l

lo v
p o in t

E nded
May

2 6 ,
1956

E nded
May

2 8 ,
1955

F i r s t  21  w eeks S in c e  s e a s o n a l  low  week

M edian
1 951-55

1956 1955 M edian
1951 -55 1955 -56 1954-55

M edian
1950-51

t o
1954 -55

1 1 26 14 17 n O 0 (*)
(2 )B o tu l is m -------------------------------------- - - - 0 4 9 .1 - - ----- - 5 ----- ( a ) (2 ) ( 2 )

B r u c e l l o s i s  ( u n d u la n t  f e v e r ) - — -----044 24 33 ----- 396 474 ----- ----- -----
D i p h t h e r i a ----------------------------------- ........... 055 15 20 34 710 617 901 2 ,0 4 0 1 ,8 3 4 2 ,5 5 0 ju W
E n c e p h a l i t i s ,  i n f e c t i o u s -------- -------- 082 40 31 33 594 531 521 1 ,5 4 5 1 ,8 8 3 1 ,2 8 3 June

H e p a t i t i s ,  i n f e c t i o u s ,  
an d  serum ------------ ----------0 9 2 .N 9 9 8 .5  p t . 398 525 ___ 1 0 ,0 8 8 1 7 ,5 0 7 . . . . . . . . .

q ]M a la r ia ---------------------------------------- -1 1 0 -1 1 7 9 10 ----- 78 103 ----- (2 ) ( 2 ) (2 )
3 2 ,7 7 1 1 9 ,4 9 1 2 2 ,2 8 5 4 4 3 ,1 3 0 4 2 1 ,2 2 8 4 2 1 ,2 2 8 4 7 2 ,2 2 8 4 7 5 ,6 9 7 4 7 5 ,6 9 7 S ep t-

M e n in g o c o cca l i n f e c t i o n s -------- ........... 057 56 67 83 1 ,4 3 6 1 ,8 7 2 2 ,2 6 5 2 ,3 5 9 2 ,9 2 1 3 ,5 3 4 S ep t-

M e n in g i t i s ,  o t h e r ---------------------- -------- 340 27 ----- ----- 615 ----- ----- ----- ----- -----

P o l i o m y e l i t i s ----------------------------- -------- 080 112 240 197 1 ,7 4 4 2 ,2 8 6 2 ,2 8 6 676 1 ,2 2 3 988 x -
P s i t t a c o s i s --------------------------------- — 0 9 6 .2 8 2 ----- 177 139 -----

( o> ( 2 ) £ I »
R a b ie s  i n  man----------------------------- - - - 5 3 3 « O MS m a llp o x -------------------------------------- - - - - - 4 ( 2 ) ( 2 ) ( 2 ) '  i
T y p h o id  f e v e r ----------------------------- -------- 040 49 27 35 622 551 622 309 244 244
Typhus f e v e r ,  en d e m ic -------------- ...........101 1 6 33 39 ----- ( 2 ) ( 2 ) ( 2 )

R a b ie s  i n  a n im a ls ---------------------- 102 94 127 2 ,4 4 6 2 ,5 9 9 3 ,4 4 9 3 ,4 7 3 3 ,9 5 2 4 ,9 9 3 O ct.

^■Reported i n  Hev H am p sh ire , 
f r e q u e n c i e s  a r e  t o o  s m a l l .

S O U R C E  AND N A T U R E  O F  M O R B I D I T Y  D A T A

These prov isional data a re  based  on re p o rts  to the Public 
Health Service from  health departm en ts of each S tate and of 
A laska, Hawaii, and Puerto  Rico. They give the to ta l num ber 
of c a se s  of ce rta in  com m unicable d iseases  rep o rted  during the 
week usually  ended the p receding Saturday. C ases of anthrax, 
bo tu lism , rab ie s  In man, and sm allpox a re  not shown in table  2,

but a  footnote to table 1 shows the S tates m aking the 
In addition, when d iseases  of r a r e  o ccu rren ce  (cholera, 
plague, re lap sin g  fev er—louse borne, typhus fev er—eP^_ end 
and yellow fever) a re  rep o rted , they will be noted at t 
of table 1.

S y m b o ls .— 1 d a s h ^ - ^ :  no  c a s e s  r e p o r t e d ;  3  d a s h e s  ^ : d a t a  n o t  a v a i l a b l e .
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Table 2. CASES OF SPECIFIED NOTIFIABLE DISEASES: UNITED STATES, EACH DIVISION AND STATE, ALASKA,
HAWAII, AND PUERTO RICO, FOR WEEKS ENDED MAY 28, 1955 AND MAY 26, 1956

(By place of occurrence. Numbers under diseases are category numbers of the Sixth Revision of the International Lists, 1948)

BRUCELLOSIS
(UNDULANT

FEVER)

044

DIPHTHERIA 055 ENCEPHALITIS,
INFECTIOUS

082

HEPATITIS, INFECTIOUS, 
SERUM 0 9 2 ,N 998 .5 p t

AND

2 1 s t  w eek C u m u la tiv e  
f i r s t  21  weeks

2 1 s t  week C u m u la tiv e  
f i r s t  21  w eeks

1956 1955 1956 1955 1956 1955 1956 1955 1956 1955 1956 1955

24 33 15 20 710 617 40 . 3 1 . 590 525 i o , oaa 1 7 .5 0 7

_ 1 2 _ 7 16 34 36 656 1 ,5 9 5
- - - - - - - - 13 3 159 155
- - - - i 1 - - - - 1 24 56
- - - - - 1 - - 2 6 92 118
- 1 2 - 6 15 - - 6 12 147 591
- - - - - - - - 4 5 76 221
- - - - - - - - 9 9 158 454
1 1 4 2 32 29 19 7 90 123 2 ,1 4 2 4 ,4 3 8
- 1 - - 10 18 19 6 47 91 1 ,1 0 3 2 ,4 0 2
- - 2 2 10 4 - 1 8 6 184 285
1 - 2 - 12 7 - - 35 26 855 1 ,7 5 1
7 8 2 - 139 81 5 7 73 80 1 ,5 8 5 2 ,6 0 3
- - 1 - 13 22 1 - 16 23 390 444
1 - 1 - 72 29 1 2 12 11 253 384
5 5 - - 3 3 1 - 17 5 381 671
1 1 - - 50 25 2 4 22 20 394 739
- 2 - - 1 2 - 1 6 21 167 365
6 14 1 1 76 80 - 4 20 51 872 2 ,3 1 4
- 7 1 - 25 27 - - 4 13 253 799
2 4 - - 16 5 - - 11 17 226 713
1 - - 1 8 8 - - 1 8 46 262
- - - - - - - 4 1 5 74 135
2 1 - - 1 29 - - 1 6 110 228
- - - - 24 1 0 - - 1 _ 73 48
1 2 - - 2 1 - - 1 2 90 129

•3 4 2 4 140 159 4 - 31 55 598 1 ,5 3 5
- - - - - - - - 1 - 19 31
- - - 1 - 4 - - 2 20 55 201
- - - - 1 2 - - - 3 8 29
1 2 1 - 21 11 - - 13 17 256 679
- - - 1 4 11 - - - 5 25 177
1 - - 2 17 25 3 - 2 5 54 183
- - 1 - 28 32 - _ _ 27 32
1 2 - - 25 55 - - 4 3 77 91
- - - - 44 19 1 - 9 2 77 112
4 - 1 10 96 93 1 1 27 34 872 887
1 - - 8 5 27 - - 6 7 262 146
1 - 1 - 18 15 - _ 13 12 405 373
1 - - 2 48 33 1 - 4 4 90 156
1 - - - 25 18 - 1 4 11 115 212
2 1 3 1 179 127 1 2 30 36 753 874
- - - - 17 7 - _ 2 3 74 120
- - 1 - 18 18 - _ 6 _ 47 56
1 - - - 51 15 - _ 1 4 49 88
1 1 2 1 93 87 1 2 21 29 583 610
1 3 - - 14 6 - - 27 33 1 ,0 1 2 1 ,3 2 9
- 1 - - - 2 - - 2 6 265 164
- - - - 1 - - - 4 2 132 150
- - - - 3 - - - - 2 56 50
- - - - 3 - - - 10 12 214 267
1 1 - - 1 - - - 2 3 89 244
- 1 - - 5 2 - - 4 8 205 392
- - - - 1 1 - - 5 - 49 42
“ “ - - - 1 - - - - 2 20
- 1 - 2 27 26 10 10 66 77 1 ,5 9 8 1 ,9 3 2
- - - 2 3 13 - - 7 18 342 437
- 1 - - 8 - - - 22 26 308 562
- - - — 16 -13 10 10 37 33 948 933
- - - - - _ _ 1 1 56 158
- - - - - - - - - - 20 27
” ~ “ 2 22 39 - - 3 - 107 34

CONT. UNITED STATES----------

NEW ENGLAND-.................. ................
Maine--------------------------------------------
New H am psh ire-----------------------------
Vermont----------------------------------------
M a s sa c h u s e tts -----------------------------
^ Q 'ie  I s l a n d ---------- --------------------
C o n n e c tic u t---------------------------------

middle  a t l a n t ic ---------------------
New Y ork— - ..........................................
New J e r s e y ____ _____________ ____
Penns y lv a n  i a -------------------------------

ea st  north central- ...........—
Ohio.................. .......................... ..............
I n d ia n a____________
I l l i n o i s - _______________________
M ich igan---------- ---------------------------
Wisco n s i n - - __- - - ___ - ________ _

WEST NORTH CENTRAL........ ............
M in n eso ta------------------------------------
Io w a--___________ ________
M isso u ri_________________________
N orth  D ak o ta -------------------------------
S outh  D ak o ta ......................... ..............
N ebraska_________________________
K an sas-______________________

SOUTH ATLANTIC..............................
D elaw are— ......................... ................
J k ry la n d------------
D i s t r i c t  o f  C o lum bia----------------
V ir g in ia ........... ...................- ................
West V i r g i n i a - — ............................

o r th  C a r o l in a ---------------------------
“Outh C a r o l in a — ..............................
B o r g i a ----------------------- ----------------
F lo r id a-------------

east  south central----------------
K entucky......................... .......................
T e n n essee-----------
Alabama___- _______— _________ _
M is s i s s ip p i --------------------------------

WEST SOUTH CENTRAL----------------
A rkansas------------
J ^ i s i a n a ...............................................
Oklahoma______ _________________
T exas--------------

MOUNTAIN----------------------------------
Montana----------------------- -----------
Idaho____________________________
Wyoming_____________
Colorado.................... ...............................................—

Mexico---------------------------
^■izona-------------
Otah______________
"evada.........Z I I I I I I I I I . I I I I I I I

p a c if ic ------------------------------------
r® °h io g to n — ......................................
Pr e Son_____ _________ ____________
allfo rn ia ---------------------------

Alaska_____________
Savan_____________
^ r t o  Rico------ ---
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Table 2. CASES OF SPECIFIED NOTIFIABLE DISEASES: UNITED STATES, EACH DIVISION AND STATE, ALASKA,
HAWAII, AND PUERTO RICO, FOR WEEKS ENDED MAY 28, 1955 AND MAY 26, 1956—Continued

(By place of occurrence. Numbers under diseases are category numbers of the Sixth Revision of the International Lists, 1948)

POLIOMYELITIS 080

T o ta l-“

2 1 s t  v e e k

1956 1955

C u m u la tiv e  
f i r s t  21  w eeks

P a r a l y t i c

0 8 0 .0 ,0 8 0 .1

1956 1955

N o n p a ra ly t ic

0 8 0 .2

1956 1955

MALARIA

1955

MEASLES

1956 1955

C0NT. UNITED STATES- 112

NEW ENGLAND--------------
M aine------------------------------
New H am p sh ire ---------------
V erm ont--------------------------
M a s s a c h u s e t t s ---------------
Rhode I s l a n d -----------------
C o n n e c t ic u t -------------------

MIDDLE ATLANTIC-------
New Y ork------------------------
New J e r s e y --------------------
P e n n s y lv a n ia -----------------

EAST NORTH CENTRAL-
O hio--------------------------------
I n d ia n a --------------------------
I l l i n o i s ------------------------
M ic h ig a n ------------------------
W isc o n s in ----------------------

WEST NORTH CENTRAL-
M inne s o t a ----------------------
Iow a-------------------------------
M is s o u r i-----------------------
N o r th  D a k o ta ----------------
S o u th  D ak o ta ----------------
N e b ra s k a -------r----------------
K a n sa s -------------- ------------

SOUTH ATLANTIC--------
D e la w a re -----------------------
M a ry la n d -----------------------
D i s t r i c t  o f  C o lum b ia -
V i r g in i a -----------------------
W est V i r g i n i a --------------
N o r th  C a r o l in a ------------
S o u th  C a r o l in a ------------
G e o rg ia -------------------------
F l o r i d a -------------------------

EAST SOUTH CEN'CRAL—
K en tu ck y -------------- -----------
T e n n e sse e -----------------------
A labam a---------------------------
M is s i s s i p p i --------------------

WEST SOUTH CENTRAL—
A rk a n s a s -------------------------
L o u i s i a n a ------------------------
O klahom a-------------------------
T e x a s -------------------------------

MOUNTAIN----------------------
M ontana---------------------------
Id a h o ------------------------------
Wyoming---------------------------
C o lo ra d o ------------------------
New M exico----------------------
A r iz o n a --------------------------
U ta h ---------- ----------------------
N evada-----------------------------

PACIFIC................ ..............
W a sh in g to n ------------- ------
O regon--------------------------- -
C a l i f o r n i a ------------ — -----

A la s k a -----------------------------
H a w a ii-----------------------------
P u e r to  R ic o --------------------

14
3

7
3
1

10
2
3
2
3

7
2

32

27

2
_25_

23 
LB
2
3

24
5 
1 
9
4
5

22
3
6 
1

6 
3
3

34
5 
7 
2
4 
2 
4 
1 
3
6

16
6
3
3
4

5 1
2

11
1

37

31
1

22

5 
1 
1 
1

39
5
6 

_2&_

1 ,7 4 4 2 ,2 8 6

2
8
20

2
5

112
79
10
23

143
29
8

35
42
29

89
14
25
22

2
8
10
8

138
2
4

6 
10 
28 
12 
13 
63

82
27
17

5 
33

434
13
78
19

324

96
6 
12

3
10

7
39

8 
11

605
24
40 

511-

37
3
3
11
11

3 
6

240
149

28
63

242
53
23
71
68
27

171
31
39 
20

4 
19 
29 
29

371
15
16 

2
23 
21
43 
21 
55

2 175

117
44
18
18
37

416
26
81
28 

281

204
16
70

9
37

9
22
24 
17

488
40  
49

399

4
47
16

8
14

383

53

19

7

12

20

1
- l a -

i i

3 2 ,7 7 1

2,2
1 ,

264 
18

3
17

100
16

110

6 ,9 2 8
2 ,9 7 1
1 ,3 7 0
2 ,5 8 7

1 1 ,2 1 4  
4 ,2 7 8  
1 ,0 1 3  
2 ,2 9 3  

,254  
,376

668
69

242
161

89
9

67
31

3 ,5 1 9
66

180
28

1 ,3 1 0
532
589
495
109
210

3 ,2 9 6
1 ,3 0 1
1 ,3 7 8

491
126

" ,3 1 7
507

41
311

2 ,4 5 8

1 ,3 5 2
265 
209

15
476
212
160

15

2 ,2 1 3  
582 
m

26 
17 
39

19 ,491

1,748
82
12

293
606

42
713

3,952
1,377
1,945

630

5,601
596
147
728
743

3,387

676
121
207
156

59
9
9

115

616 
2 

66 
7 

21^ 
125 

58 
2 6 
50 
64

36
269
57
47

l , * 36,  
n  
16 

149 
l , ! 9* 

<  
3 0

329
239
373

33

333
l8ji

16
16*

79

1 I r .c lu d e 8 c a s e s  n o t  s p e c i f i e d  Dy ty p e ,  c a te g o r y  num ber 0 8 0 .3 . 
2 I n c l u d e s  d e la y e d  c a s e s  v i t i i  o n s e t  L a te  I n  1 9 5 4 .
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Table 2. CASES OF SPECIFIED NOTIFIABLE DISEASES: UNITED STATES, EACH DIVISION AND STATE, ALASKA,
HAWAII, AND PUERTO RICO, FOR WEEKS ENDED MAY 28, 1955 AND MAY 26, 1956—Continued

(By place of occurrence. Numbers under diseases are category numbers of the Sixth Revision of the International Lists, 1948)

MENINGOCOCCAL
INFECTIONS

MENIN­
G ITIS ,
OTHER

PSITTACOSIS TYPHOID FEVER 040
TYPHUS
FEVER,
ENDEMIC RABIES IN

Q

057 340 096 .2 2 1 s t  w eek C u m u la tiv e  
f i r s t  21  weeks 101

jO

1956 1955 1956 1956 1955 1956 1955 1956 1955 1956 1956 1955

56 67 27 8 2 49 27 622 551 1 102 9 i

3 3 2 1 24 11- - 1 - - - - 10 2 - - -
1 - - - - - - - - - - -
_ 1 - - _ _ _ 1 _ _ _ _
1 - 1 _ _ _ _ 6 7 _ _ _
1 1 - _ - 1 _ 2 _ _ _ _
- 1 - - - - - 5 2 - - -

12 9 _ _ _ 5 2 79 71 _ 13 12
2 5 - - - - - 23 13 - 9 12
1 2 - - - 2 1 5 8 - - -
9 2 - - - 3 1 51 50 - 4 -
9 23 9 1 _ 12 5 100 54 _ 12 15
- 6 - _ _ - 1 21 25 _ 3 5
1 6 1 1 - 1 - 11 _ _ 6 1
2 7 7 - - 3 3 14 15 _ 3 _
6 3 1 - - 5 1 23 11 _ _ 8
- 1 - - - 3 - 31 3 - - 1
4 1 2 5 1 _ _ 75 35 _ 9 6
2 - - 4 1 - - 30 3 _ 2 1
1 - 2 1 - - - 12 10 _ 4 _
1 - - - - - - 19 15 - - 5- - - - - - - 5 - - - -- - - - - - - 2 3 _ _- - - - - - - 7 2 - 3 -- 1 - - - - - - 2 - - -
4 7 9 - - 13 3 104 108 _ 24 26- - - - - - - 1 - - 1 _- 1 - - - 2 - 6 3 _ _ _
- 1 - - - _ _ 9 3 _ _ _
1 1 3 - - 3 - 13 18 _ 7 4
- - - - - 1 - 11 12 _ 2 10
2 3 - - - - 1 16 8 _ 1 1
- 1 - - - 2 - 11 14 _ 11 2
1 - 6 - - 4 - 22 24 _ _ 5
- - - - - 1 2 15 26 - 2 4

6 9 4 1 _ 5 3 69 65 _ 10 9
3 3 - - - 2 2 15 38 _ 5 3
1 2 3 1 - 2 _ 37 14 _ _ 1
2 4 - - - _ 1 4 11 _ 4 5
- - 1 - - 1 - 13 2 - 1 -
8 4 1 _ - 9 7 108 125 1 28 24
- 1 1 - - 1 3 19 27 5 5
2 - - - - 3 2 22 34 _ 13 10
3 - - - - - 2 17 21 _ _ _
3 3 - - - 5 - 50 43 1 10 9
1 2 - - - 1 6 17 40 _ _ _
- - - - - - - - - - - -
- - - - - - - 1 2 - - -
- - - - - - _ 1 3 _ _ _
1 2 - - - 1 1 5 2 _ _ _
- - - - - - 5 7 21 _ _ _
- - - - - - - 2 10 - - _
- - - - - - - - 2 - - .
- - - - - - - 1 - - - -
9 9 _ 1 1 3 1 46 42 _ 6 2
2 2 - - 1 - - 1 1 - - -
7 7 : H 

1

: 3 1
5

40
4

37
-

6 2
- - - - _ _ _ _ 2 _ _ _- - - - - - - - _ _ _ _
- - 5 - - - - 20 24 - 1 1
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NUMBER OF DEATHS IN 108 SELECTED CITIES

The chart shows the number of deaths reported  for 108 
m ajor c ities  of the United States by week for the cu rren t year, 
and, for com parison, the median of the number of deaths r e ­
ported for the corresponding weeks of the 3 previous calendar 
years. (The median is  the cen tra l one of the th ree  values a r ­
ranged in o rder of magnitude.) If a  rep o rt i s  not received fr6m 
a  city in tim e to be included in the total for the cu rren t week, 
an estim ate  is  made to maintain com parability for graphic 
presentation.

The figures reported  rep resen t the number of death c e r t i ­
fica tes received in the vital s ta tis tic s  offices during the week 
indicated for deaths occurring  in that city. F igures compiled 
in th is way, by week of rece ip t, usually approxim ate closely 
the num ber of deaths occurring  during the week. However, 
d ifferences a re  to be expected because of varia tions in the

in terval between death and rece ip t of the certifica te . . g
While week-to-week changes in the total num ber of dea 

reported  for a ll m ajor c ities  generally  rep re sen t a change 
m ortality  conditions, th is may not be tru e  for v a r ia t io n s   ̂
weekly figures for each city. F o r example, in a city w*1 
weekly average of 50 deaths, the num ber of deaths 0CCUIle  (0 
in a  week may be expected to vary by chance alone from J 
64 (d ± 2Td, where d re p re se n ts  the average num ber of dea 
p e r week). ,g0

The number of deaths in c ities  of the sam e size  may 
differ because of varia tions in the age, race , and sex c° 
position of their populations, and because som e c ities  ar e j>otp 
pital cen ters serving the surrounding a rea s . C h an g e s  
year to year in the num ber of deaths may be due in part to P" 
ulation in c re ases  o r decreases .

Table 3. DEATHS IN SELECTED CITIES BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION

AREA

2 1 s t
week

ended
May

2 6 ,
1956

2 0 th
week

ended
May

1 9 ,
1956

2 1 s t
week

m edian
1953-55

P e r c e n t
ch a n g e ,
m edian

to
c u r r e n t

w eek

CUMULATIVE NUMBER 
FIRST 21 WEEKS

1956 1955
P erceo t
chang*

TOTAL: 106 REPORTING CITIES............. ............................................. 9 ,9 2 7 1 0 ,2 3 3 9 ,8 2 2 + 1 .1 2 2 3 ,4 8 4 217,, 288 + 2 ^

New E n g la n d -------------------------------------------------------- ------------ (14 c i t i e s )
M idd le  A t l a n t i c - --------------------------------------------- ---------- — (17 c i t i e s )

W est N o rth  C e n t r a l --------------------------------------------------------- (9 c i t i e s )
S o u th  A t l a n t i c ----------------------------------------------------------------- (9  c i t i e s )

654
2 ,9 2 3
2 ,1 7 7

730
804
464
733
263

1 ,1 9 9

673
2 ,9 8 3
2 ,3 0 6

738
794
532
754
240

1 ,2 1 1

632
2 ,9 9 7
2 ,1 9 3

711
753
445
693
224

1 ,1 3 2

+ 0 .3
- 2 .5
- 0 .7
+ 2 .8
+ 6 .8
+ 4 .3
+ 5 .8

+ 1 7 .4
+ 5 .9

14 ,9 6 6
65 ,7 7 9
4 9 ,1 4 9
1 6 ,1 1 5
1 7 ,4 5 2
1 0 ,3 2 5
17 ,3 2 7

5 ,3 5 2
2 7 ,0 1 9

1 5 ,2 2 6
65 ,1 8 7
4 7 ,4 2 5
1 5 ,1 9 5
1 6 ,3 7 0

9 ,9 6 9
1 6 ,3 6 3

5 ,2 0 4
26 ,3 4 9

-1 .*
+0.9
+3-6
+6.1

+5 'a+5.9

* *+2.5
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TABLE 4. DEATHS IN SELECTED CITIES FOR WEEK ENDED MAY 26, 1956
(By p l a c e  o f  o c c u r r e n c e ,  and  v e e k  o f  f i l i n g  c e r t i f i c a t e .  E x c lu s iv e  o f  f e t a l  d e a th s )

HEW ENGLAND

*> «ton , M a s s .------------
J J ^ d g e p o r t ,  C o n n .-----
f r i d g e ,  M a s s .-------
1*11 R iv e r ,  M a s s .-----
" » r t f o r d ,  C onn----------
“ * « 1 1 , M ass............. —

M a s s ......................
B e d fo rd , M a s s .—

¡T* H aven, C o n n .-------
frovldence, R. I ____
S o a e rv lU e , M a s s .—
“P r ln g f i e id ,  M a s s . -"Qterburv p«««_
Won

e rb u ry ,  C o n n .-  
c e s t e r ,  M a s s .-

MIDDLE ATLANTIC
Albany, h. j......
Allentown, Pa.................
£ « « l o ,  N. T .................
S ? 4«"» N. J ....................

ü îa b e th , N. J . ---------
f i e ,  P a ......................... .......
J e rs e y  C i ty ,  N. J . -----
T 'a r k ,  N. J . ..................
J 'Y  ïo r l t  C i ty ,  N. I . —
p e r s o n ,  N. J ...............
^ l a d e lp h la ,  P a .-------
». burgh, P a_______

Pa......Rochester, N. T ............
j ^ C t a d y ,  N. T .-----
Cfanton, P a .......................

JTacuse, N. T ._______

Dti,
'«■»ton, N. J .

tonke;
?« , H. I . .

lr“ N. I . -

SAST north central

^ ° n - O h io ......................... — .
S ?  on, O h io ............................^'»80, m ........
c » C in n a ti ,  O h io ...................
f c H  o m o .....................
j. « » b u s ,  O h io ....................... .
tv f 'O h , O h io ............................ .
S » J 0 1 t< M ich ......................... .
* J 2 f W U » ,  I n d . ..................
& M ic h .----------------------

I n d .................... .
G jf^’ l n a __________________
In d u  M ic h .---------

*Hlvr P° l i B ’ I n d "

f e d o n i  I n d -

west north central

V u ^ l n e s '  Im ra --------------------^ h ,  Minn.--------------------
tin-® 8 C l t y< K a n s .----------------

C i ty ,  Mo............................
O j? « » P o lls ,  M in n .----------------
T 81* -  N e b r ._________________

^ c l u d ,

2 1 s t
v e e k

ended
May

2 6 ,
1956

207
32 
31
29 
40 
23 
27
30
33 
58 
15
34 
27 
48

33
(48)
180

37
25
23 
80

100
1 ,5 4 9

36
424
180
(11)
92
14

(41)
65
36
25
24

60
36

696
125
203

90
68

308
35
45
29

(35)
38

114
133

23
21
100

53

38
28
29

147
104

70

2 0 th
w eek

ended
May

1 9 ,
1956

247
45
25
27
37 
20 
20 
17 
47 
42 
17 
51
38 
40

50
(35)
104

39
29
37
66

107
1 ,5 7 8

29
481
189
( 22)
81
24 

(38)
63
47
34
25

47 
21

729
.153
213
122
68

320
29
41
48 

(26)
42 

149 
115

30 
21 
97 
63

50
26
26

113
109

63

CUMULATIVE NUMBER 
FIRST 21  WEEKS

5 ,1 4 6
781
665
622

1 ,0 1 7
535
461
515

1,010
1 ,3 3 7

356
900
557

1 ,0 6 4

1 ,0 6 6
(820)

3 ,0 6 9
841
628
717

1 ,5 8 8
2 ,1 2 5

3 4 ,1 5 4
783

1 0 ,6 1 3
4 ,0 3 3

(482)
2 ,0 5 3

483
(753)

1 ,3 0 0
976
679
671

1 ,1 4 7  
627 

L6,0 6 1  
3 ,3 5 1  
4 ,4 6 0  
2 ,3 4 2  
1 ,4 2 0  
6 ,9 2 8  

762 
825 
771 

(621) 
916 

2 ,5 2 4  
2 ,6 5 3  

591 
519 

2 ,0 5 6  
1 ,1 9 6

1 ,0 7 9
571
654

2 ,3 5 8
2 ,5 9 6
1 ,3 9 5

1955

5 ,2 4 5
833
630
614

1 ,0 1 3
529
515
520
969

1 ,4 3 2
344
903
542

1 ,1 3 7

1 ,0 1 5
(792 )

2 ,9 2 0
793
590
775

1 ,5 6 3
2 ,1 9 8

3 4 ,2 9 5
848

1 0 ,4 5 2
3 ,8 1 9

(483)
2 ,0 0 9

488
(736)

1 ,1 7 1
1,012

641
598

1 ,1 5 0
552

1 5 ,3 6 5
3 ,1 8 6
4 ,2 5 1
2 ,3 3 8
1 ,4 0 0
6 ,9 3 6

673
761
704

(571)
890

2 ,3 2 1
2 ,6 0 8

622
519

2 ,0 5 0
1 ,0 9 9

1 ,0 4 3
539
749

2 ,3 1 0
2 ,4 6 6
1 ,2 8 5

CIT I

WEST NORTH CENTRAL— Con.

S t .  L o u is ,  M o.-----------------------
S t .  P a u l ,  M in n .---------------------
W ic h i ta ,  K a n s .- ------------ -------

S0UIH ATLANTIC

A t l a n t a ,  G a .--------------------------
B a l t im o r e ,  M d.-----------------------
C h a r l o t t e ,  N. C .-------------------
J a c k s o n v i l l e ,  F l a . ---------------
M iam i, F l a . ----------------------------
N o r fo lk ,  V a . - r -----------------------
Richm ond, V a .-------------------------
S av an n ah , G a .-------------------------
Tampa, F l a . ----------------------------
W a sh in g to n , D. C .-----------------
W ilm in g to n , D e l . -------------------

EAST SOUTH CENTRAL

B irm ingham , A la . -------------------
C h a tta n o o g a , T e n n .---------------
K n o x v i l i e , T enn . -------------------
L o u i s v i l l e ,  Ky. ---------------------
M emphis, T e n n .-----------------------
M o b ile , A l a . --------------------------
M ontgom ery, A l a . -------------------
N a s h v i l l e ,  T e n n .-------------------

WEST SOUTH CENTRAL

A u s t in ,  T e x .-------- -----------------
B ato n  R ouge, L a . -------------------
C orpus C h r i s t i ,  T e x .------------
D a l l a s ,  T e x .-------- -— -----------
E l  P a s o , T e x .-------------------------
F o r t  W orth , T e x .-------------------
H o u sto n , T e x .-------------------------
L i t t l e  R ock, A r k .-----------------
New O r le a n s ,  L a . -------------------
Oklahoma C i t y ,  O k la . ------------
San  A n to n io , T e x .-----------------
S h r e v e p o r t ,  L a . ---------------------
T u ls a ,  O k la .---------------------------

MOUNTAIN

A lb u q u e rq u e , N. M ex .------------
C o lo ra d o  S p r in g s ,  C o lo .------
•D enver, C o lo . -------------------------
O gden, U ta h -----------------------------
P h o e n ix , A r i z . -----------------------
P u e b lo , C o lo .-------------------------
S a l t  Lake C i t y ,  U ta h ------------
T u c so n , A r i z . -------------------------

PACIFIC

B e rk e le y , C a l i f . -------------------
Long B ea ch , C a l i f . ----------------
Los A n g e le s , C a l i f . --------------
O ak la n d , C a l i f . -----------------—
P a s a d e n a , C a l i f . -------------------
P o r t l a n d ,  O re g .---------------------
S a c ra m e n to , C a l i f . -------- -------
S an  D ieg o , C a l i f . -----------------
S an  F r a n c i s c o ,  C a l i f . -------—
S e a t t l e ,  W ash .-----------------------
S p o k an e , W ash .-----------------------
Tacom a, W ash .-------------------------

H o n o lu lu , H a w a ii-------------------

2 1 * t
w eek

ended

26,
1956

211
79
24

124
232

29
(5 5 )
52
33
56

(2 4 )
46

200
32

85 
56 
32 
93
86 
31 
36 
45

24
16
99
21
56

127
28

159
52
78
32
41

21
8

116
16
28
15
52

7

18

421
100

29
103

37
94

172
140

45
40

(3 7 )

2 0 th
w eek

ended
Itey
19,

1956

243
72
36

125
211

27
(5 1 )
44
26
69

(2 7 )
60

193
39

87
39
34

131
118

33
36
54

(2 9 )
19
18

107
23
51
121

55
134

61
89
49
27

16
11

108
13
20
18
51

3

18
(5 5 )
474

90
33
97
53
64

178
116

49
39

(2 3 )

CUMULATIVE NUMBER 
FIRST 21  WEEKS

1956

5 ,1 9 0
1 ,4 1 9

853

2 ,3 9 5
4 ,9 6 1

671
(1 ,1 4 3 )
1 ,1 2 3

705
1 ,4 9 7

(6 14 )
1 ,3 0 5
4 ,0 3 7

758

1 ,6 7 4
919
767

2 ,3 2 7
2 ,1 5 0

705
630

1 ,1 5 3

476 
393 , 

2,210 I 
568  I 

1 ,2 4 0  
2 ,8 5 3  

996 
3 ,5 2 0  
1 ,3 3 3  
1 ,8 1 5  

965 
958

480
282

2 ,3 5 0
276
582
261

1,001
120

392

1 0 ,3 7 6
2 ,0 1 6

770
2 ,0 5 7
1 ,0 4 2

11 ,6 2 9
4 ,2 2 7
2 ,7 1 3
1,001

796

(7 6 1 )

1955

4 ,6 3 6
1 ,3 7 5

792

2 ,2 0 8
4 ,8 4 5

627
(1 ,0 3 5 )
1 ,0 7 6

690
1 ,3 6 5

(6 0 8 )
1 ,2 1 8
3 ,5 6 4

777

1 ,6 4 6
953
707

2 ,3 0 0
2 ,0 6 9

622
569

1 ,1 0 3

(539)
466
384

2 ,0 6 0
596

1 ,1 5 1
2 ,7 1 6

922
3 ,2 0 7
1,200
1 ,8 5 3

853
955

508
295

2 ,3 9 5
217
531
288
873

97

394
(1 ,0 7 8 )
9 ,8 2 6
1 ,9 1 4

746
2 ,0 3 8
1 ,0 6 5
1 ,6 3 7
4 ,0 9 8
2 ,8 3 5

967
829

(769 )

e e  r e v i s e d  r e p o r t  f o r  week, e n d e d  May 1 2 .

“W b o l a . - p a r e n th e s e s D Ö « d a t a  n o t  in c lu d e d  i n  t a b l e  3 ; 3 d a s h e s C — D ' d a t a  n o t  a v a i l a b l e .
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EPIDEMIOLOGICAL REPORTS—Continued

sauce offered am ple opportunity fo r incubation of pathogenic 
organism s.

The C alifornia State D epartm ent of Public Health has r e ­
ported  an outbreak of g a s tro -e n te r it is  among 44 persons in a 
labor camp. Fifteen  pe rso n s becam e ill with g a s tr ic  d iscom ­
fo rt (d ia rrh ea  and weakness) im m ediately a fte r  breakfast. The 
very sh o rt incubation period , a  few m inutes to 1 hour, sug­
gested  a  chem ical type of poisoning, but the investigation r e ­
vealed no probable source. None of the food was available fo r 
labora to ry  te s ts . A review  of the m eals se rv ed  the preceding 
day indicated that the outbreak was m ost likely re la ted  to  the 
m orning m eal.

The C alifornia State D epartm ent of Public Health re p o rts  
an outbreak of g a s tro -e n te r it is  among p erso n s who ate in a 
re s tau ran t. About 150 individuals becam e ill  with vomiting, 
d ia rrh ea , ch ills, fever, and cram ping from  1 to  24 hours a fte r  
eating food se rv ed  at various tim es. None of the food was 
available fo r bacterio log ical exam ination, but stom ach washings 
yielded staphylococci.

Dr. J. E. M cCroan, G eorgia D epartm ent of Public Health 
has rep o rted  an outbreak of g a s tro -e n te r it is  involving 6 p e r­
sons who ate lem on-cheese  coconut cake. The cake was from  
a  local bakery  but probably was infected when f i r s t  cut. Staphy­
lococcus a u re u s , coagulase-positive, was found in a  rem aining 
p iece of cake.

thim pub J Jest J o n . plaamo chock hick hero | |
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